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Please make checks payable to:
Three Rivers Land Trust
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Acton
Carl Davis, President
636-1714
tarda@psouth.net
Tom Cashin
636-3582
tomcashin@psouth.net
Marc Jeton, Treasurer
636-2863
mcjet1@metrocast.net
Dick Neal
636-3205
ran@metrocast.net

Alfred
Al Carlson 490-1646
abcarlson@roadrunner.net
Pat Smith 490-1771
mail@annaclette.net
Shapleigh
Madge Baker, Secretary
324-9553
bakwil@metrocast.net
Martha DoByns, V.P.
636-3834
mdobyns@hotmail.com
Charles Gruber
636-1875
cgruber@metrocast.net
Bill Hutchins 636-2737

Website: www.3rlt.org

Sanford/Springvale
Sid Emery 324-5065
Jean Noon
324-3733
noon@metrocast.net
Glenn Wildes
324-3698
gkwildes@gwi.net

Three Rivers
Land Trust

HORIZONS

FOCUSING ON THE PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE
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are willing to share their experience and
help other interested landowners through
the process. The Three Rivers Land Trust
board and members applaud the Noons on
the strength of their convictions and their
willingness to act upon them for the good
of the community.
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Noon Family Sheep
Farm in Springvale
Moves Forward

The Land for Maine’s Future (LMF)
board announced in July that Bill and Jean
Noon’s farm on Sunset Rd. in Springvale
was on the list of six farms eligible to
proceed in the process of selling their
development rights. This is a dream come
true for the Noon family as they see it
possible to conserve the prime farmland
soils and open space of their property
through collaboration between the LMF
program, the State and Federal Depts. of
Agriculture, the Maine Farmland Trust,
and the Three Rivers Land Trust.
After completing a rigorous application
process and confirming that their farm
meets state standards of prime farmland,
significant soils, location, and other
factors, the Noons hope to sell the
development rights of two thirds of their
farm and retain the title to the farm. The
value they will receive for the
development rights will be based on an
appraisal process overseen by the Land
Trust as well as State and Federal agencies,
putting a dollar value on the land based on
its fair market value if it were to be sold for
development. This arrangement gives just
compensation to the Noons for the value of
the development rights that they are giving
up. Part of the negotiations involve a
donation of development rights by the
Noons of the other one third of the farm, as
a partial match of cost .

The community receives the long term
benefits of the conservation of the
farmland soils, clean air and water,
wildlife habitat, and scenic views. All this
will be preserved for the future thanks to
the stewardship plan that is written into the
conservation easement and attached to the
deed. This easement and stewardship plan
will be drafted by the Noon family and the
Three Rivers Land Trust, and will be
eventually held by the Trust. The Land
Trust will be responsible for oversight and
review to guarantee that the stewardship
plan is followed forever.
The LMF program has played a critical
role in educating the public of the need to
help conserve local, privately-owned
natural resources, such as farmland, that
are recognized as important public
resources. In 2005, McDougal Orchards
was first in our region to be granted a
conservation easement with the help of
LMF. The Maine Dept. of Agriculture
holds the easement on McDougal
Orchards and is responsible for
maintaining the conditions of the easement
on behalf of the community. With recent
agricultural projects, it has become more
common for a local land trust to become
the holder of the easement to better
monitor the terms of the agreement.
The Deering neighborhood, where the
Noon Farm is located, was recognized
early on as a focal area of the Three Rivers
Land Trust. The Noons are hopeful that
others in this farm belt and beyond will
consider protecting this special area of
prime soils and beautiful long views. They

(reproduced and adapted from Maine Coast Heritage
Trust)

Recent federal legislation temporarily extends
tax benefits to Maine landowners considering
voluntary land conservation agreements such as
conservation easements.
In brief, federal law includes the following
enhancements for landowners who grant a
conservation easement before December 31,
2009:
-Raising of the income tax deduction a donor
can take for the easement from 30% of their
adjusted gross income in any year to 50%.
-Extension of the carry-forward period for a
donor to take tax deductions from 5 to 15 years.
-Allowing qualifying farmers, ranchers, and
forest landowners to deduct up to 100% of their
income each year.
Under the previous law, a landowner with an
adjusted gross income of $50,000 a year who
donated a conservation easement valued at
$500,000 could take a $15,000 deduction for the
year of the donation (30% of AGI) and an
additional five years - a total of $90,000 in tax
deductions.
The extended law allows that same landowner
to deduct $25,000 for the year of the donation
(50% of AGI) and for an additional 15 years - a
total of $400,000 in deductions. If the landowner
qualifies as a farmer or rancher, he could deduct
up to 100% of his income - and pay no federal
income tax for ten years.
These tax benefits are the most sweeping
changes to conservation tax law in two decades,
and offer an unprecedented opportunity to
conserve wild places and working landscapes that
are such an integral part of Maine’s quality of life.
The provisions allow modest income landowners
to deduct much more than they could previously,
bringing fairness to the tax code.
Voluntary conservation agreements, or
conservation easements, have been a popular
tool in Maine for decades, allowing families to
conserve the land they love for public benefit,
while keeping the land in private ownership. To
learn more about these or other conservation
options, please contact us or visit our website at
www.3rlt.org. For more detail on the tax incentives
for landowners, please visit the Land Trust
Alliance website at www.lta.org.
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Three Rivers Land
Trust Annual Auction

The Three Rivers Land Trust Annual
Auction will be held on Saturday, Sept. 13
and Sunday, Sept. 14, at McDougal
Orchards on Hanson’s Ridge Rd. in
Sanford.
Please come and enjoy a hot supper on
Saturday and a brunch on Sunday,
provided by the York County Farmers
Network. The Network is a group of
farmers and friends dedicated to
supporting local agriculture. Serving times
for a homemade supper on Saturday the
13th are from 5 pm to 7 pm, at $10 per
person, and Sunday brunch will be served
from 11 am to 1 pm.
The local Blue Stream Band will
entertain you with two sets of music on
each day of the auction. This group, that
draws its roots from jazz, early rock,
fusion, and funk, placed well in this
Spring’s Maine high school band
competition.
The auction will contain many items, old
and new, generously donated by our
friends, members, and area businesses.
Items will be sold either by silent auction
or direct purchase. Local artisans will be
on site demonstrating their crafts.
Your entry fee of $5 (good for both days)
helps us to support your local musicians
and provide you free desserts, including
homemade pies, cakes, and cookies, as
well as coffee and ice cream. Kids can pick
apples, go on a hayride through the orchard
and fields, or practice for Halloween with
a disguise by our local make-up artist.
With your support of the auction this
year, you will be helping to provide the
Trust with the resources to fulfill our
mission: “To preserve and protect forever
such valued natural resources as lakes,
rivers, streams, wetlands, agricultural
lands, historic sites, scenic places, and
wildlife habitat in the inland communities
of York County, Maine.” With the help of
the community, we have worked with
towns and individual landowners to
conserve over 1000 acres of field and
forest lands for the future. We thank you
for your continued support and and hope to
see you on Saturday, Sept. 13., from 1 to 7
pm, and Sunday, Sept. 14, from 11 am to 4
pm.
If you would like to donate an item for
the auction, please call Carl Davis at 6361714.

Work With Local
Lake Associations

At our formation as a nonprofit in 2000,
the Three Rivers Land Trust (3RLT)
board
members
recognized
the
importance of the local lake associations’
efforts to safeguard lake water quality.
Over the years, the Trust has been a
supporting member of the Mousam,
Square Pond, Great East, and Wilson
Lake Associations. We are there to help at
town meetings when there are lake water
quality initiatives needing support.
Our annual message to the lake
associations has always included our
readiness to help in any projects involving
conservation of lands in the lake
watersheds.
Protected watersheds, either in the form
of undeveloped forest or properly
designed development, with performance
standards in place to alleviate erosion and
sedimentation issues (particularly on
roads and driveways) are key to assuring
good water quality for the future. The
Land Trust often advocates for
conservation measures in this vein.
To our friends in the lake community,
we thank you again for your support and
willingness to work together. Please
contact us anytime with questions or
comments by contacting a local board
member (names and addresses are on the
last page).

Madge Baker Receives
Conservation Award
at Acton Fair

In 1999, after years of research and
writing, Madge Baker published her
history of York County agriculture,
entitled Woven Together. In the spring of
2000, Madge had the opportunity to put
her desire to conserve agricultural land
into action and became a founding
member and recording secretary of the
Three Rivers Land Trust.
Three Rivers is the land trust active in
Acton, Shapleigh, Lebanon, Alfred, and
Sanford/Springvale. Its mission is to
preserve and protect farm and forest land
by ensuring that there will always be
undeveloped, productive land in these
communities.
Three Rivers Land Trust partners with
crop, livestock, and tree farmers who
believe in its mission. The Trust works
together with these landowners to draft a
conservation easement document which
carefully lays out how the owner wishes
the land to be protected and how the Trust
will maintain the land in the future, with a
common goal of protecting farm and
forest land for future generations.
Completed projects today include the
Jones Farm, an over 500 acre plot in
Acton and Lebanon owned by Roger and
Karen Ridley, and the almost 500 acre
Shapleigh Town Forest that is actively
managed to improve the woodlands and
generate revenue for the Town of
Shapleigh.
Because of her tireless work on these
and other conservation projects in the
region, Madge was one of the four women
presented
with
the
Outstanding
Achievement in Agriculture and
Conservation Award on Saturday, August
23rd at the Acton Fair. The award was
presented by Sen. Richard Nass and Rep.
Joan Nass on behalf of the York County
Agricultural Association. Lister Staples of
Shapleigh, Rebba Tibbets of Berwick, and
Ruth Dunn of South Berwick were
recognized for their contributions toward
keeping the agricultural tradition alive
and well in York County.

Three Rivers
Land Trust

Our Thanks to the
Following Volunteers for
Spring/Summer 2008

(From left to right) Fred Frodyma, Seth McCoy, Pat Smith, Al
Carlson, and George Dugovic install the Shaker Woods
Reserve trail signs on June 7, 2008. Photo by Joyce Wood.

Alfred / Shaker Woods Signs
and Maintenance
Seth McCoy
George Dugovic
Fred Frodyma
Joyce Wood
Alfred / Shaker Woods
Monitoring for June & July
Ann Dugovic
George Dugovic
Susan LeRay
Bill Wright

Alfred / Building Rustic Benches
for Shaker Woods Trail
Maplestone School students
Alfred Festival Day Support
Clayton Carl
Ray Drown

Acton / Great East Lake
Associations Annual Meeting
Outreach
Julie Venell

Acton / Editing the Winter &
Summer 2008 Newsletter
Emil Cashin

Conservation
Easement on Shapleigh
Town Forest

On March 11, 2008, Shapleigh Town
Meeting overwhelmingly approved a
warrant article calling for the donation of a
conservation easement on the 485 acres of
the Town Forest to Three Rivers Land
Trust. The principal reason for donating
the easement was to add a layer of
protection to the Town Forest. The Forest
is currently zoned Resource Protection and
cannot be developed for private
commercial and residential uses. However,
the zoning can be changed at any time by
Town vote. This conservation easement
prevents Town Meeting from ever
removing the easement restrictions on
future development.
Reasons for wanting to limit future
development of the Forest are multiple.
Several prominent ones, as stated in the
recorded easement, are:
• the Town Beach will always be open to
the Townspeople;

• the Town Forest will always provide a
renewable resource which generates
income for the Town in addition to
offering a variety of recreation
opportunities;

• the Town Forest, located in the
watersheds of both major lakes in the
Town, will always assist in protecting
water quality in these heavily used
and exceedingly valuable watersheds;

• the Town Forest will always abut
Maine’s Vernon Walker Wildlife
Refuge, a conservation area of 3,950
acres in Shapleigh and Newfield, thus
keeping open a large block of land for
wildlife habitat and public recreation.

Three Rivers Land Trust thanks the
Selectmen and Town Forest Trustees for
their outstanding leadership and remarkable foresight. Without their steadfast
support, the Forest would have remained
vulnerable to piecemeal sale for cash.

Farmer List—Buy
Local & Support
Local Growers to
keep farm lands
viable!
Oakhill Alpaca Ranch
Shapleigh 793-3414

The Noon Family Sheep Farm
Springvale 324-3733
McDougal Orchards LLC
Springvale 324-5054
Wolf Pine Farm CSA
Alfred 324-2357
Berry Best Farm
Lebanon 457-1435

Applegate Deer Farm
Shapleigh 793-8677
Ridley’s Farm Store
Shapleigh 636-1068

Lavigne Strawberry Farm
Sanford 324-5497
Rivard’s Blueberry Farm
Springvale, 324-5566

Carpenter’s Christmas Tree Farm
Springvale 324-6869
Annette’s Gardens, Perrenials
Springvale, 324-0331
Bernier’s Egg Farm
Sanford 324-5608

Springvale Nurseries
Springvale, 490-5543
Kelly Orchard Inc
Acton 636-1752

Notre Dame Institute
Alfred 324-6612

Shapleigh Knoll Farm
Shapleigh 247-6948
Shain’s Farm Stand
Sanford 324-1567

Blueberry Hill Farm
Acton 457-1151

Springvale Farmers Market
Wed & Sat. Rite-Aid 8-12:00

T

