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STATE OF MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 284 STATE STREET 41 STATE
HOUSE STATION
PAUL R. LEPAGE

AUGUSTA ME 04333-0041
CHANDLER E.
WOODCOCK GOVERNOR
COMMISSIONER

October 18, 2016
Lee Burnett Town of Acton 35 H Road Acton, ME 04001
RE: Information Request - Goat Hill parking and ADA trail, Acton
Dear Lee:
Per your request received October 7, 2016, we have reviewed current Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) information for known locations of Endangered,
Threatened, and Special Concern species; designated Essential and Significant Wildlife Habitats;
and fisheries habitat concerns within the vicinity of the Goat Hill parking and ADA trail Project
in Acton.
Our Department has not mapped any Essential Habitats or fisheries habitats that would be
directly affected by your project.
Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species
Bats
Of the eight species of bats that occur in Maine, the three Myotis species are protected under
Maine’s Endangered Species Act (MESA) and are afforded special protection under 12 M.R.S
§12801 - §12810. The three Myotis species include little brown bat (M. lucifugus, State
Endangered); northern long-eared bat (M. septentrionalis, State Endangered); and eastern smallfooted bat (M. leibii, State Threatened). The five remaining bat species are listed as Special
Concern: big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus); red bat (Lasiurus borealis), hoary bat (Lasiurus
cinereus), silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans), and tri- colored bat (Perimyotis
subflavus).
While a comprehensive statewide inventory for bats has not been completed, it is likely that
several of these species occur within the project area during migration and/or the breeding
season. We recommend that you contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service--Maine Fish and
Wildlife Complex (Wende Mahaney, (207) 469-7300, Extension 1569) for further guidance, as
the northern long-eared bat is also listed as a Threatened Species under the Federal Endangered
Species Act.
Significant Wildlife Habitat
Significant Vernal Pools
At this time, MDIFW Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) maps indicate no known presence of

SWHs within the project area, which include Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitats, Deer
Wintering Areas, Seabird Nesting Islands, Shorebird Areas, and Significant Vernal Pools.
However, a comprehensive
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statewide inventory for Significant Vernal Pools has not been completed. Therefore, we strongly
recommend that surveys for vernal pools be conducted within the project boundary by qualified
wetland scientists prior to final project design to determine whether there are Significant Vernal
Pools present in the area. These surveys should extend up to 250 feet beyond the anticipated
project footprint because of potential performance standard requirements for off-site Significant
Vernal Pools, assuming such pools are located on land owned or controlled by the applicant.
Once surveys are completed, our Department will need to review and verify any vernal pool data
prior to final determination of significance.
This consultation review has been conducted specifically for known MDIFW jurisdictional
features and should not be interpreted as a comprehensive review for the presence of other
regulated features that may occur in this area. Prior to the start of any future site disturbance we
recommend additional consultation with the municipality, and other state resource agencies
including the Maine Natural Areas Program and Maine Department of Environmental Protection
in order to avoid unintended protected resource disturbance.
Please feel free to contact my office if you have any questions regarding this information, or if I
can be of any further assistance.
Best regards,
John Maclaine Biologist
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MEMORANDUM

Maine Natural Areas Program

17 Elkins Lane
State House Station #93
Augusta, Maine 04333

Date:

October 11, 2016

To:

Lee Burnett, Town of Acton

From: Don Cameron, Ecologist
Re:

Rare and exemplary botanical features, Land and Water Conservation Fund grant, Goat
Hill, Map 220, Lot 2, Acton, Maine.

I have searched the Natural Areas Program's Biological and Conservation Data System files for rare or
unique botanical features in the vicinity of the proposed site in response to your request
received October 11, 2016 for our agency’s comments on the project.
According to our current information, there are no rare botanical features that will be disturbed within
the project site. This finding is available and appropriate for preparation and review of
environmental assessments, but it is not a substitute for on-site surveys. Comprehensive field
surveys do not exist for all natural areas in Maine, and in the absence of a specific field
investigation, the Maine Natural Areas Program cannot provide a definitive statement on the
presence or absence of unusual natural features at this site. You may want to have the site
inventoried by a qualified field biologist to ensure that no undocumented rare features are
inadvertently harmed.
The Natural Areas Program is continuously working to achieve a more comprehensive database
of exemplary natural features in Maine. We welcome the contribution of any information
collected if a site survey is performed.
Thank you for using the Natural Areas Program in the environmental review process. Please do
not hesitate to contact our office if you have further questions about the Natural Areas Program
or about rare or unique botanical features at this site.

